NORTH HOMES

Children and Family Services

2026 Grants Received Overview

The table below is an overview of grants received and being used in the 2026 fiscal year. Should you have any questions or need support
regarding our grants, please contact Melissa Vatnsdal, Grant Manager at melissa.vatnsdal@northhomes.org

Name of Grant

Grantee's

Grant

Program

Contact Information

Description

Program Leadershi Manager Manager

Mental Health Jim Christmas | Melissa Jennifer jim.christmas@northhomes.org Costs to help clinical trainees become licensed

Supervision Vatnsdal Sheppard melissa.vatnsdal@northhomes.org Mental Health Professionals, and to train

jennifersheppard@northhomes.org experienced staff to become clinical supervisors.

Minnesota Model Jim Christmas | Melissa Taylor Scott | jim.christmas@northhomes.org Plan, carry out, and measure how well the

of School-based Vatnsdal melissa.vatnsdal@northhomes.org Minnesota Model works in selected schools to

Diversion for taylor.deloye@northhomes.org help students stay in school and out of the

Students with Co- juvenile justice system.

Occurring

Disorders

Public Private Jim Christmas | Melissa Luke Jurek jim.christmas@northhomes.org Services for children and youth in foster care who

Permanency Vatnsdal melissa.vatnsdal@northhomes.org are under the care of the Minnesota Department

Collaboration luke.jurek@northhomes.org of Children, Youth, and Families, and who need
permanent families. Services are also provided to
relatives and adoptive families. These may
include, though are not limited to) training, home
studies, and support after adoption.

Permanency Jim Christmas | Melissa Jill Florek jim.christmas@northhomes.org Services and support for relatives, foster parents,

Support Services Vatnsdal melissa.vatnsdal@northhomes.org and adoptive families to help children stay in

jill.florek@northhomes.org stable homes, reduce moves between

placements, and prevent children from returning
to foster care after adoption or permanent
custody.

Safe Harbor Jim Christmas | Melissa Colbi Ikola jim.christmas@northhomes.org Outreach, shelter, and housing services for youth

Shelter and Vatnsdal melissa.vatnsdal@northhomes.org who have been sexually exploited.

Housing Services

colbi.ikola@northhomes.org
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Safe Harbor Jim Christmas | Melissa Emma Olsen | jim.christmas@northhomes.org Full support services for youth who have been

Supportive Vatnsdal melissa.vatnsdal@northhomes.org sexually exploited, including trauma-informed

Services emma.olsen@northhomes.org care and services that respect their culture and
background.

Mental Health Jim Christmas | Melissa Melissa jim.christmas@northhomes.org Help cover the cost of mental health services for

Safety Net Vatnsdal Vatnsdal melissa.vatnsdal@northhomes.org uninsured youth under age 21.

School-Linked Jim Christmas | Melissa Rachel jim.christmas@northhomes.org Coordinate and provide school-based behavioral

Behavioral Health Vatnsdal Bougalis melissa.vatnsdal@northhomes.org health services that fit a child’s age, culture, and

Services to
Children and
Families

rachel.bougalis@northhomes.org

needs for children and families across Minnesota,
especially those who do not have enough
insurance (underinsured) or any insurance at all
(uninsured).



mailto:jim.christmas@northhomes.org
mailto:melissa.vatnsdal@northhomes.org
mailto:emma.olsen@northhomes.org
mailto:jim.christmas@northhomes.org
mailto:melissa.vatnsdal@northhomes.org
mailto:jim.christmas@northhomes.org
mailto:melissa.vatnsdal@northhomes.org
mailto:rachel.bougalis@northhomes.org

